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Welcome to Bordeaux!  

 

Bordeaux is a port city in the southwest of France, with one million inhabitants in its metropolitan 

area at a 2007 estimate. It is the capital of the Aquitaine region. Its inhabitants are called Bordelais. 

                      

With a population of 1,200,000 inhabitants in the Bordeaux-Arcachon-Libourne metropolitan area, 

the fifth metropolitan area in France is known to be the world's wine industry capital, and it is 

considered as Europe's main military space and aeronautics research and construction complex. 

Bordeaux wine draws its name from the city around which it has been produced since the 8th 

century. The historic part of the city is on the UNESCO World Heritage List as "an outstanding urban 

and architectural ensemble" of the 18th century. 

 

 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Logo_Bordeaux.s
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Blason_ville_fr_Bordeaux.p
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.ƻǊŘŜŀǳȄ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎΧ 

ΧCƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǿƛƴŜΦ Bordeaux has about 117,000 hectares of vineyards, 57 appellations, 9,000 wine-

producing châteaux, 13,000 grape growers, 400 traders and sales of over 700 million bottles 

annually. Bordeaux produces large quantities of everyday wine as well as some of the most 

expensive wines in the world. The history of wine production seems to have begun sometime after 

48 AD, during the Roman occupation of St. Émilion, when the Romans established vineyards to 

cultivate wine for the soldiers. However, it is only in 71 AD that Pliny recorded the first real evidence 

of vineyards in Bordeaux. France's first extensive vineyards were established by Rome in around 122 

./ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅϥǎ [ŀƴƎǳŜŘƻŎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƛǘΗ 

ΧCor its Aeronautic industry. Here are built the rocket engines of Ariane, the cockpit of the A380 and 

Bordeaux is as well the home base of Dassault (Falcon private Jets, Rafale and Mirage fighters) 

And finally for its 70 000 students, gathered in 4 main universities and almost twenty engineering 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǿƘƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ 9b{!a ό9ŎƻƭŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜ {ǳǇŞǊƛŜǳǊŜ ŘΩ!Ǌǘǎ Ŝǘ 

aŞǘƛŜǊǎύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ όнорƘŀύΦ 

 

Attractions 

What to discover? 

Bordeaux is an historical city which managed to safeguard its patrimony. At first sight, Bordeaux is a 

town of the 18th century. The harbor, the Rohan palace have been built during the age of 

enlightment (Montesquieu was the city major), which was the peak of the city history thanks to wine 

and triangular trades.  

Bordeaux is nowadays a student city full of life and charms. Obviously, the architectural patrimony is 

amazing and Bordeaux is a beautiful town. The Place des Victoires, the Opera house, the Place des 

Quinconces, which is largest non building square in Europe, are beautifully neoclassical. But, there 

are also Roman remnants such as the Palais Gallien and medieval chapels and cathedrals, some of 

them are world heritage registered.  

Nevertheless, Bordeaux is a lively town, the quay of the Paludates, which borders the Garonne River, 

is full of restaurants and night clubs; there is also a Casino. Moreover, one of the major specificities 

of Bordeaux, and France in general is gastronomy: world-famous vineyards, duck steaklet and foie 

gras, in fact all that give to french cuisine its fame and renown.  

The area of Bordeaux is also fascinating.  

First of all, the most prestigious vineyards in the world such as Sauternes, Mouton Rothschild, 

Chateau Margaux, Saint-Emilion and so many others are very close and can be visited with wine-

tasting sessions.  

¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ hŎŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŘŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΧ 
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 The Atlantic coast is endowed with famous places such as the Pyla sand dune, which is the highest in 

Europe, Cap Ferret, the island of birds and the Basin of Arcachon well-known for its oyster-farming. 

  

Our School  

ENSAM is one of France biggest and oldest 

engineering school. It provides engineering 

training mainly in mechanics and supply chain 

management. The school was founded in 

1780, and since students relentlessly enrich 

ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

folklore. This will be as well a part of your 

trainingΧ Υ-) 

Today our school is split in 8 research and 

training centers in France.  

 

Links 

http://www.bordeaux-tourisme.com 

  

http://www.bordeaux-tourisme.com/
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Climate 

Bordeaux has an oceanic climate. The winter season is mild (5-7°C) and the summer season is quite 

warm (20-25°C). 

During the Spring season, the average temperature is about 10-12°C. Since the weather is 

changeable we advise you to take both warm and light clothes as well. 

France is situated in the West of Europe. It borders on Spain in the South, Italy and Switzerland in the 

9ŀǎǘΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ [ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ hŎŜŀƴΣ 

which is 80 km far from Bordeaux.  

Bordeaux is also 200 km far from the Pyrenean Mountains. 
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How to get to Bordeaux? 

Á By plane! 
 

ü Directly to Bordeaux  

 

You can take the plane to Bordeaux airport. There are some low-cost companies such as 

Easyjet and Flynordic. Some cheap flights from London, GenŜǾŀΣ {ǘƻŎƪƘƻƭƳΧ 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άWŜǘΩ.ǳǎέ όсϵύ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

άDŀƳōŜǘǘŀέΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅ όмΦнлϵύ ƭƛƴŜ .Σ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ άtŜǎǎŀŎ /ŜƴǘǊŜέ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ 

ά!Ǌǘǎ Ŝǘ aŞǘƛŜǊǎέΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƴƻǿΗ 

 

ü Arrive to Paris and reach Bordeaux then  

 

If you manage to find cheap flights, you can also arrive in Paris airports : Roissy - Charles de 

Gaulle airport or Orly airport.  

¢ƘŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ άaƻƴǘǇŀǊƴŀǎǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ (around 8ϵ by 

bus or train). Then you can take high speed trains (TGV) from this train station to Bordeaux: it 

lasts 3 hours and costs around 50 euros one way, but the sooner you buy, the cheaper it is! 

You can buy your tickets here: www.voyages-sncf.com 

If you arrive in Paris-Beauvais airportΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ .ŜŀǳǾŀƛǎ ƛǎ ул ƪƳ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǊƛǎΦ ¸ƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘǳǘǘƭŜ όмоϵύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ άaƻƴǘǇŀǊƴŀǎǎŜ 

ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ, just like before. 

From the Bordeaux train station to the university, take Tramway line C till the stop 

άvǳƛƴŎƻƴŎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜ .Σ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ άtŜǎǎŀŎ /ŜƴǘǊŜέ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ά!Ǌǘǎ Ŝǘ 

aŞǘƛŜǊǎέΦ Lǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ м,20ϵ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘǎ пл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ bƻǿΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇΥ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΗ 

 

Á By bus!  
 
Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛǎ 

Eurolines and it has information desk in many countries in Europe. Bordeaux has, for 

instance, bus connections with Madrid, Bruxelles, Berlin... 

Your bus will leave you in Bordeaux bus station which is just next to Bordeaux train station. 

http://www.voyages-sncf.com/dynamic/_SvHomePage?_DLG=SvHomePage&_CMD=cmdHomepageUK&WB=HP&rfrr=4685ac17fd2e7656e4918c53b246a3f7
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Á By car! 
 
Bordeaux is connected to the main French and European cities by motorway. Here is the 

exact address you have to reach: 

Allée Pierre de Coubertin 
33 400 Talence  
France 
 
You can edit your own itinerary on websites such as www.viamichelin.com  

 Be aware that hitchhiking is not allowed on the motorways! 

Á .ȅ ǎŎƻƻǘŜǊΣ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜΣ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ŦƻƻǘΣ ōƻŀǘΧΗ  
 

²Ŝƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ Τ-) 

 

 

 

   

  

  

www.viamichelin.com%20
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Currency and prices 

¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ 9ǳǊƻ όϵύΦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǎƘƻǇǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 
 
.ŜŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀǊΥ о ƻǊ п ϵ ŦƻǊ лΣнр[  
SandwichΥ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ п ϵ  
tƛȊȊŀΥ у ϵ 
.ŀƎǳŜǘǘŜ όCǊŜƴŎƘ ōǊŜŀŘύΥ лΣфл ϵ  
aŜŀƭ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ όŎƘŜŀǇŜǎǘ ƻƴŜύΥ мл ϵ  
/ƻƴŘƻƳǎΥ н ϵ ŦƻǊ о  
/ƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜǎΥ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŀȄŜǎΥ р ϵ ŦƻǊ нл  
.ƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ лΣтр [ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜΥ п ϵ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƻƴŜΦ 
 
 
 

Emergency phones: 
 
Fire brigade: 18 or 112 
Police: 17 or 112 
Ambulance: 15 
Main organizer: +33 648 14 72 51 

 
Electricity 
 

~ 220 V, 50Hz 

 
What to bring with you? 
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
Passport, identity card 
Money 
Casual clothes (for some trip to a nature)/ Clothes for parties 
Warm jacket 
Umbrella (Bordeaux can be rainy sometimes) 
{ǿƛƳǎǳƛǘ ό.ƻǊŘŜŀǳȄ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎǳƴƴȅΧŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎǊŀȊȅΧύ 
Camera 
Some specialties of your country for the international evening 
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Dictionary: 
 

Hello, good morning                 Bonjour  

Goodbye                              Au revoir  

Do You speak English?                  Est ce que tu parle anglais?  

Please                              Sõil vous pla´t  

Thank you                             Merci  

Sorry                            Désolé  

Yes/No                           Oui/Non  

Welcome                           Bienvenue  

Name                            Nom  

Surname                             Prénom  

City                              Ville  

Passport                                Passeport  

Day                                Jour  

Night                                Nuit  

To Drink                               Boire  

To Eat                              Manger  

To Sleep                            Dormir  

Beer                           Bière  

Man/Woman/Boy/Girl                 Homme/Femme/Garçon/Fille  

My name is                     Je mõappelle  

 What time is it                   quelle heure est-il  

L όŘƻƴΩǘύ ƪƴƻǿ                    Je (ne) sais (pas)  

L όŘƻƴΩǘύ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ                  Je (ne) comprends (pas)  

I agree with you                  Je suis dõaccord avec toi  

Where are the toilets                  Où sont les toilettes  

How do you sayΧΚ                   Comment dites-vous ...? 

I love you                              Je tõaime 

I want  beer                           Je veux une bière 

Go with me                              Viens avec moi 

Where am I?                          Ou suis-je ? 



Board of European Students of Technology 
 

Local BEST Group – ENSAM Bordeaux 
 

 

BEST ENSAM Bordeaux 

Association des élèves 

Résidence des Arts et Métiers 

Allée Pierre de Coubertin 

33400 Talence, FRANCE 

E-mail: ENSAM-Bordeaux@best.eu.org 

www.BEST.eu.org/ENSAM 

http://best -ensam-bordeaux.org/  

 

10 

 
Contact BEST Bordeaux 
  

BEST Bordeaux Address: 

  
    ENSAM Bordeaux 
    Esplanade des Arts et Métiers 
    33405 TALENCE 
    France 
 

Some useful telephones and e-mails: 

 

Jeremy HUDZIAK  - Main organizer 

+33 648 147 251 
jeremy.hudziak@gadz.org 
 

      
 

mailto:jeremy.hudziak@gadz.org

